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CHAO DENG, Bass-Baritone

The Chinese bass-baritone Chao Deng has been a member of the ensemble of the
Hamburg State Opera since the 2020/21 season, where he has developed a versatile
repertoire spanning Mozart, Rossini, Verdi, Wagner and Strauss. He is also a sought-
after guest artist at major opera houses in the German-speaking world and China,
including Deutsche Oper am Rhein, Bavarian State Opera Munich, Semperoper
Dresden, Zurich Opera and the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing.

At the Hamburg State Opera, Chao Deng has sung roles including Don Alfonso in
COSI FAN TUTTE, Peter Besenbinder in HANSEL UND GRETEL, Schaunard in LA
BOHEME, the Speaker in DIE ZAUBERFLOTE, Don Fernando in FIDELIO, Biterolf in
TANNHAUSER, Frank in DIE FLEDERMAUS, Lesbo in AGRIPPINA, Lord Guglielmo
Cecil in MARIA STUARDA, the Third Brabantian Nobleman in LOHENGRIN and
Orest’s Attendant in ELEKTRA. In the 2024/25 season, he made important role debuts
as Escamillo in CARMEN and Figaro in LE NOZZE DI FIGARO. During the 2025/26
season, he returned to Hamburg in roles including Kuno in DER FREISCHUTZ, the
Speaker in DIE ZAUBERFLOTE and Orest’s Attendant in ELEKTRA.

His guest engagements have further expanded his repertoire. He has appeared as
Alidoro in LA CENERENTOLA at Semperoper Dresden and Deutsche Oper am Rhein,
as Priamus in LES TROYENS at Bavarian State Opera Munich, as Betto di Signa in
GIANNI SCHICCHI and Herr Fluth in DIE LUSTIGEN WEIBER VON WINDSOR at
Staatsoperette Dresden, and as Kromow in DIE LUSTIGE WITWE and Le Comte
Capulet in ROMEO ET JULIETTE at Zurich Opera. He has also performed Fasolt in
DAS RHEINGOLD with the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra in China. At the National
Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing, he appeared as Frank in DIE
FLEDERMAUS.

In the 2026/27 season, Chao Deng returns to the Hamburg State Opera in roles
including Il Dottore Grenvil in LA TRAVIATA, the Doctor in Giuseppe Verdi's new
production of MACBETH, and Leuthold in Gioachino Rossini’'s new production of
GUILLAUME TELL. He will also appear at the National Centre for the Performing Arts
in Beijing as the Speaker in DIE ZAUBERFLOTE.
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Alongside his operatic career, Chao Deng devotes himself extensively to concert and
oratorio repertoire. His repertoire includes Brahms’ EIN DEUTSCHES REQUIEM,
Beethoven’s NINTH SYMPHONY and CHORAL FANTASY, Verdi's MESSA DA
REQUIEM, Elgars THE APOSTLES, Dvofak’'s REQUIEM and STABAT MATER,
Mozart's CORONATION MASS and Mendelssohn’s PAULUS.

Born in Tianjin, Chao Deng initially studied in his home city before continuing his
training at the University of Music Wurzburg with Cheryl Studer. He subsequently
completed a Master’s degree with Christian Elsner and attended Gerold Huber’s Lied
class. He was a member of the Thiuringen Opera Studio at the Franz Liszt School of
Music Weimar and completed his Masterclass examination at the Dresden University
of Music with Kammersanger Matthias Henneberg. Following a season at the
Tharingen Opera Studio at the Deutsches Nationaltheater Weimar, he spent two years
as a member of the Junge Ensemble at Semperoper Dresden. There, his roles
included Schaunard in LA BOHEME, Priamus in LES TROYENS, Antonio in LE
NOZZE DI FIGARO, the Second Armoured Man in DIE ZAUBERFLOTE and
Angelotti/Jailer in TOSCA.

Chao Deng is a prize-winner of several international competitions, including the 2014
International Singing Competition of Kammeroper Schloss Rheinsberg and the 2015
Wurzburg Opera Singing Prize awarded by the Wurzburg Concert Foundation. He was
also a scholarship holder of the Richard Wagner Scholarship Foundation.
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