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JORDAN SHANAHAN, Baritone

The Hawaiian baritone Jordan Shanahan is one of the leading and most sought-after
dramatic baritones of his generation. With his exceptional stage presence, charismatic
artistry and distinctive, powerful voice, he has established himself as an outstanding
interpreter of the Wagner, Strauss and Verdi repertoire. His international career takes
him to the world’s leading opera houses and festivals throughout Europe and North
America, with an increasing presence in Asia; in the 2026/27 season, he makes his
highly anticipated Japanese debut at the New National Theatre Tokyo.

The 2024/25 season saw Shanahan make his debuts at the Vienna State Opera as
Telramund in Lohengrin under Christian Thielemann and as Amfortas in Parsifal under
Axel Kober. At Deutsche Oper Berlin, he appeared as Barak in Die Frau ohne Schatten
under Sir Donald Runnicles, while at the Metropolitan Opera he sang Monterone in
Rigoletto. At the Bayreuth Festival, he appeared as Klingsor in Parsifal, Kothner in Die
Meistersinger von Nurnberg and Kurwenal in Tristan und Isolde.

The 2025/26 season has been marked by major role debuts, including Wotan in Das
Rheingold and Die Walkire at Oper Koéln, as well as house debuts at Staatsoper
Hamburg as the Holldnder in Der fliegende Hollander and at Dutch National Opera in
Amsterdam as Kurwenal in Tristan und Isolde. Further highlights include Wotan in Die
Walkure at Deutsche Oper Berlin, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with the Rundfunk-
Sinfonieorchester Berlin, and a return to the Bayreuth Festival as Klingsor in Parsifal.

Projects for the 2026/27 season include his debut at Theater an der Wien in the title
role of Der fliegende Hollander, his Japanese debut as Balstrode in Peter Grimes at
the New National Theatre Tokyo, Mendelssohn’s Elias under Daniele Gatti in Florence,
a concert performance of Parsifal with the Gurzenich Orchestra Cologne, Telramund
in Lohengrin at Deutsche Oper Berlin, his debut as the Wanderer in Siegfried at Oper
Kdln, and Jochanaan in Salome at Oper Leipzig. At the 2027 Bayreuth Festival, he will
return as Telramund in the new production of Lohengrin directed by llaria Lanzino.


mailto:mail@badix.ch

Since his professional operatic debut as Silvio in Pagliacci at the Natchez Opera
Festival in 2002, Shanahan has developed an impressive international career. His
extensive repertoire ranges from Mozart and bel canto — including Figaro, Belcore in
L’elisir d'amore and Enrico in Lucia di Lammermoor — to Eugen Onegin and Yeletsky
in Pique Dame, as well as the great dramatic roles of the repertoire.

His core roles today include Wotan and Alberich in Der Ring des Nibelungen,
Telramund in Lohengrin, Jochanaan in Salome, Barak in Die Frau ohne Schatten, The
Ruler in Das Wunder der Heliane, Amonasro in Aida, Scarpia in Tosca and the title
role in Rigoletto. He has also established himself as a versatile and highly acclaimed
interpreter of contemporary music theatre, with roles including Joseph de Rocher in
Dead Man Walking, Robert Oppenheimer in Dr. Atomic, The Protector in Written on
Skin and Il Uomo in Senza sangue.

His international engagements have taken him to the Metropolitan Opera, Vienna State
Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Zurich Opera
House, Teatro Real Madrid, Bregenz Festival and Bayreuth Festival, among others.
He has collaborated with renowned conductors including Christian Thielemann, Sir
Donald Runnicles, Daniele Gatti, Semyon Bychkov, Pablo Heras-Casado, James
Conlon, Marc Albrecht, Axel Kober and Stefan Blunier.

Jordan Shanahan is also an internationally sought-after concert artist. His concert
repertoire includes Handel’'s Messiah, Mendelssohn’s Elias, Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex
and Verdi's Messa da Requiem. His concert engagements have taken him to venues
including the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Palace of Arts Budapest and Carnegie Hall
in New York, as well as to Rome with the Orchestra del’Accademia Nazionale di Santa
Cecilia.

Jordan Shanahan lives in Switzerland and regularly performs throughout Europe,
North America and Asia, as well as in his native Hawaii.
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