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 SIMON BAILEY, Bass-Baritone 

 

English bass-baritone Simon Bailey is widely regarded as one of today's foremost Wagner 
bass-baritones. Having studied at Clare College, University of Cambridge, the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester and the Accademia del Teatro alla Scala in Milan, 
he was a member of the ensemble at Oper Frankfurt from 2002 to 2015. During this period, 
he built an exceptionally broad repertoire of more than 100 roles, laying the foundations 
for his international career. 
 
Guest engagements have taken him to many of Europe's and Asia's most prestigious opera 
houses, including the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Teatro alla Scala, English 
National Opera, Welsh National Opera, Staatsoper Stuttgart, Theater an der Wien, La 
Monnaie in Brussels, Opéra National du Rhin, the Royal Swedish Opera in Stockholm, the 
Lucerne Festival, as well as opera houses in Basel, Antwerp, Lille, Tokyo and Taipei. 
 
Simon Bailey has earned particular international acclaim for his Wagner performances. His 
celebrated portrayals of Wotan in DAS RHEINGOLD and DIE WALKÜRE, as well as the 
Wanderer in SIEGFRIED, have taken him in recent seasons to Dresden, Dortmund, 
Saarbrücken, Lucerne, Stockholm and Versailles. Combining vocal power with refinement, 
exceptional clarity of diction and commanding stage presence, he has established himself 
as one of the outstanding Wagner interpreters of his generation. 
 
His repertoire spans Mozart, Verdi, Strauss, Britten and Handel through to Wagner and 
includes such roles as Figaro in LE NOZZE DI FIGARO, Leporello in DON GIOVANNI, 
Klingsor in PARSIFAL, the Dutchman in DER FLIEGENDE HOLLÄNDER, Balstrode in 
PETER GRIMES, Don Magnifico in LA CENERENTOLA, Méphistophélès in LA 
DAMNATION DE FAUST, Jochanaan in SALOME, Gunther in GÖTTERDÄMMERUNG 
and the title role in HERZOG BLAUBARTS BURG. 
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Recent highlights include the title role in DER FLIEGENDE HOLLÄNDER in Taipei, 
Klingsor in PARSIFAL at Oper Frankfurt, Gonzalo in Thomas Adès' THE TEMPEST, the 
world premiere of Gustav Holst's SITA, a new production of DER FLIEGENDE 
HOLLÄNDER with Welsh National Opera, Dr Bartolo in IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA at 
Grange Park Opera and a return to Opera North as Balstrode in PETER GRIMES. 
Future projects include several exciting role debuts: Hans Sachs in DIE MEISTERSINGER 
VON NÜRNBERG in Minden, Alberich in Wagner's RING cycle at Oper Frankfurt and the 
title role in Verdi's FALSTAFF at the Meininger Staatstheater under the baton of Killian 
Farrell. 
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