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STEFAN BLUNIER, Conductor

Swiss conductor Stefan Blunier combines a long-standing international career in opera
and concert repertoire with an exceptionally broad musical range and a strong openness
to new artistic perspectives.

Since the 2026/27 season, he has been General Music Director of the Duisburg
Philharmonic, where he is setting new artistic priorities and seeking to strengthen the
orchestra’s presence within the cultural life of the city. Blunier's programming in
Duisburg combines established repertoire with unconventional concert formats and new
ways of engaging with music. With Die andere Reihe (“The Other Series”), he has
introduced a new concert format designed to open up different perspectives and
approaches to the classical concert experience. His Philharmonic concerts likewise
leave room for the unexpected: in each of the six concerts he conducts, short musical
preludes, interludes and postludes are presented, their content revealed only on the
evening itself. His first season in Duisburg ranges from Antonio Vivaldi’'s The Four
Seasons to the popular film music of Ennio Morricone.

Born in Bern in 1964, Stefan Blunier studied piano, horn, composition and conducting in
Bern and Essen. His first permanent positions took him to the Staatstheater Mainz,
Theater Augsburg and Nationaltheater Mannheim. In 2001, he was appointed General
Music Director of the Staatstheater Darmstadt. From 2008 to 2016, he served as
General Music Director of the City of Bonn, Chief Conductor of the Beethoven Orchestra
Bonn and Music Director of the Bonn Opera.
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As a guest conductor, Blunier has worked with leading orchestras throughout Europe,
Asia and the United States, including the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, NHK
Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Belgian National Orchestra
and Orchestre de la Suisse Romande. His extensive operatic experience has taken him
to houses including the Bavarian State Opera and Deutsche Oper Berlin, as well as to
Hamburg, Frankfurt, Leipzig, Stuttgart, London, Stockholm, Zurich, Geneva and Bern.

Since 2020, Stefan Blunier has been Maestro Titular of the Orquestra Sinfonica do Porto
Casa da Musica. He previously served as Premier Chef Invité of the Belgian National
Orchestra. His repertoire ranges from Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms and
Bruckner to Wagner, Strauss and Mahler, as well as the major operatic repertoire of the
20th and 21st centuries. A particular focus of his work is the music of the modern and
contemporary eras. He has conducted world premieres of works by composers including
Unsuk Chin, Mark-Anthony Turnage, Johannes Maria Staud, Georg Friedrich Haas and
Wim Henderickx.

His discography comprises around 40 recordings for labels including Sony, cpo, Crystal,
Hyperion and MDG. His recordings of Eugen d’Albert’s Der Golem and Franz Schreker’s
Irrelohe with the Beethoven Orchestra Bonn were each awarded an ECHO Kilassik in
2011 and 2012 respectively; Irrelohe also received the Preis der Deutschen
Schallplattenkritik, the German Record Critics’ Award.

From 2017 to 2026, Stefan Blunier was Professor of Orchestral Conducting at the State
University of Music and Performing Arts Mannheim, where he also conducted the
university orchestra and headed the Conducting Centre Baden-Wurttemberg.

Stefan Blunier is regarded as one of the most versatile Swiss conductors of his
generation. His particular strength lies in combining profound operatic experience with
a broad repertoire and a keen interest in rarely performed and contemporary works. In
Duisburg, he brings this experience together with his own innovative programming ideas
and a commitment to making concert life vibrant, surprising and immediate.
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