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   CLAUDE EICHENBERGER, Mezzosoprano 
 

Swiss mezzo-soprano Claude Eichenberger has been a longstanding member of the solo 
ensemble at Bühnen Bern, where she has developed an exceptionally versatile repertoire 
ranging from Mozart to contemporary opera. Her major roles there have included Carmen, 
Ortrud in LOHENGRIN, Venus in TANNHÄUSER, Brangäne in TRISTAN UND ISOLDE, 
Fricka in DIE WALKÜRE, Octavian in DER ROSENKAVALIER, the Composer in ARIADNE 
AUF NAXOS, Herodias in SALOME, Judith in BLUEBEARD’S CASTLE and the Sacristan in 
JENŮFA. At her home theatre, she also performed the title role in CARMEN in a live opera 
film produced by Arthaus Musik. 

Contemporary opera has been a particular focus of her work. Her roles have included 
Jitsuko in Toshio Hosokawa’s HANJO, the Sweet Young Thing in Philipp Boesmans’ 
REIGEN, Magda in Xavier Dayer’s ALZHEIM, Mrs McNeill in Missy Mazzoli’s BREAKING 
THE WAVES and the female lead She in the world premiere of Georg Friedrich Haas’ 
LIEBESGESANG. 

Internationally, Claude Eichenberger has appeared as the Composer in Richard Strauss’ 
ARIADNE AUF NAXOS in Montepulciano, as the Second Lady in Mozart’s THE MAGIC 
FLUTE at Staatsoper Unter den Linden in Berlin, and, in 2016, as the Page in SALOME at 
Alte Oper Frankfurt under Andrés Orozco-Estrada. In 2019, she made her debut at the 
Royal Danish Opera in Copenhagen as Brangäne in TRISTAN UND ISOLDE under Lothar 
Koenigs. In 2021, she appeared at the ZaterdagMatinee in Amsterdam as the Sacristan in 
JENŮFA under Patrick Lange. In 2023, she made her highly successful debut at the 
Hamburg State Opera as Venus in TANNHÄUSER under Kent Nagano. In 2024, she 
performed the role of the Sacristan in JENŮFA at the National Theatre Prague. 

During the 2023/24 season, she also appeared as Fricka in Wagner’s DIE WALKÜRE with 
Concerto Köln under Kent Nagano, performing in many of Europe’s leading concert halls. At 
Bühnen Bern, she made her highly anticipated role debut as Brünnhilde in Wagner’s 
GÖTTERDÄMMERUNG. In the 2026/27 season, she will take on another important new 
role at her home theatre: Santuzza in Pietro Mascagni’s CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA, with 
performances beginning in January 2027. 



Claude Eichenberger also enjoys an extensive concert repertoire. She has performed the 
major masses, passions and oratorios by Bach and Handel, Mendelssohn, Rossini, Dvořák 
and Verdi, as well as numerous major works of the symphonic repertoire. Her concert 
repertoire includes Brahms’ ALTO RHAPSODY, Mahler’s SONGS OF A WAYFARER, THE 
SONG OF THE EARTH and DAS KLAGENDE LIED, Wagner’s WESENDONCK Lieder and 
Frank Martin’s LE CORNET. She regularly records Bach cantatas with the J. S. Bach 
Foundation in St. Gallen under Rudolf Lutz. In 2022, she sang the alto solo in Bach’s MASS 
IN B MINOR with the Thomanerchor and Gewandhausorchester under Andreas Reize at St 
Thomas Church in Leipzig; the live recording was released by Rondeau Productions in 
2023. 

Song holds a particularly important place in Claude Eichenberger’s artistic life. Together 
with pianist Alexander Ruef, she has been artistic director of the concert series DAS LIED – 
LIEDREZITALE BERN since 2022. She is deeply committed to the preservation and further 
development of the Lied repertoire in all its diverse forms. 

Claude Eichenberger studied voice with Elisabeth Glauser at the Bern University of the Arts, 
graduating with a teaching diploma in 2000 and a soloist diploma with distinction in 2003. 
She was awarded the Eduard Tschumi Prize as the outstanding soloist diploma graduate of 
her year. She subsequently completed her operatic training at the International Opera 
Studio Zurich. She studied Lied with Tomasz Herbut at the Bern University of the Arts and 
with Irwin Gage at the Zurich University of Music. 

Today, Claude Eichenberger is herself a lecturer in voice at the Bern University of the Arts, 
where she passes on her extensive experience and musical insight to the next generation of 
singers with great dedication. 

Claude Eichenberger has lived in Bern for many years and considers herself a proud 
adopted Bernese. In November 2022, she was awarded the Music Prize of the Canton of 
Bern in recognition of her “world-class work rooted here in Bern”. 
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