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    Georg ZLABINGER, Stage Director 

 

The Austrian stage director Georg Zlabinger, born in Vienna in 1993, studied Comparative 
Literature at the University of Vienna. 
 
In the 2024/25 season, he made a highly acclaimed debut at the Norwegian National 
Opera in Oslo with Verdi’s OTELLO. He also returned to Theater Bielefeld with a new 
staging of Mozart’s DON GIOVANNI, having previously directed EUGEN ONEGIN 
(2022/23) and KÁŤA KABANOVÁ (2024) there. Following his production of LE NOZZE DI 
FIGARO (2022), he created Britten’s THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA at the Folkwang 
University Essen. In addition, he served as associate director for the revival of PETER 
GRIMES at Opéra National de Lyon. 
For Theater an der Wien / Kammeroper he directed Davies’ THE LIGHTHOUSE (in 
collaboration with his brothers Michael Zlabinger, conductor, and Martin Zlabinger, 
design) as well as the project DON GIOVANNI LAST MINUTE after Mozart. In 2020/21 
he also created a production of Cavalli’s IL GIASONE, which could not be performed due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Since 2015, Zlabinger has enjoyed a close artistic collaboration with Christof Loy. 
Alongside numerous revivals, such as PETER GRIMES at Theater an der Wien (winner 
of the International Opera Award) and TOSCA at English National Opera, he has served 
as Loy’s associate director on several major new productions. He was responsible for the 
acclaimed 2019 revival of LA FORZA DEL DESTINO with Anna Netrebko and Jonas 
Kaufmann at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden (revived again in 2023). In 2021 
he staged LUISA MILLER at the Glyndebourne Festival based on Loy’s concept, 
followed by LOHENGRIN at De Nationale Opera Amsterdam in 2023. 
 
Further projects include a staged version of Bartók’s BLUEBEARD’S CASTLE for the 
Wiener Konzerthaus and Göteborgs Konserthuset (2022), a new LUISA MILLER at 
Cologne Opera (2023), and Penderecki’s DIE SCHWARZE MASKE with Marin Alsop and 
the NOSPR Katowice (2023). 
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Beyond opera, Zlabinger has directed in spoken theatre, including Zu dir zu gehen by Paul 
Wiborny at Brick-5 Vienna and Die letzten Tage after Karl Kraus at the Ateliertheater 
Vienna and Schloss Wartholz Reichenau (2018). In 2020 he conceived and staged So 
dacht ich. Nächstens mehr, based on Hölderlin’s Hyperion, for the Erbsenfabrik Wien. 
 
In 2014, together with stage designer Martin Zlabinger, he founded the Theater am 
Akademischen Gymnasium Wien, dedicated to innovative reinterpretations of ancient 
Greek drama. Within this framework he staged DIE ORESTIE (Aeschylus), MEDEA 
(Euripides, Franz Grillparzer, Heiner Müller), NAMENLOS (after Homer’s Odyssey), and 
PROMETHEUS, GEFESSELT (Aeschylus, Peter Handke). In 2018 he premiered his own 
play O schweigt, inspired by the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice. 
 
From 2013 to 2024 Zlabinger regularly worked as assistant and revival director at Theater 
an der Wien, collaborating on productions such as IPHIGÉNIE EN AULIDE ET TAURIDE 
(Torsten Fischer), RINALDO (Christiane Lutz), HANS HEILING (Roland Geyer), PETER 
GRIMES (Christof Loy), CAPRICCIO (Tatjana Gürbaca), HAMLET (Christof Loy), DON 
GIOVANNI (Keith Warner), MARIA STUARDA (Christof Loy), EURYANTHE (Christof 
Loy), HALKA (Mariusz Treliński), ZAZÀ (Christof Loy), DER FEURIGE ENGEL (Andrea 
Breth), TOSCA (Martin Kušej), and FREITAG, DER DREIZEHNTE (Johannes Erath).  
 
He has also assisted at the Volksoper Wien, Wiener Festwochen, Berliner Festspiele, 
De Nationale Opera Amsterdam, Salzburg Festival, Bregenz Festival, Finnish 
National Opera Helsinki, and Teatro Real Madrid. 
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