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POLINA PASTIRCHAK, Soprano

The Hungarian soprano Polina Pastirchak is one of the versatile singers of her generation
and is internationally acclaimed in opera, concert and recital. Born in Budapest, she
began her vocal studies with Julia Bikfalvy and continued her training in Italy as a student
of Mirella Freni. She graduated from the Conservatorio Girolamo Frescobaldi in Ferrara
in 2010 and subsequently received further artistic guidance from Carol Richardson-Smith
and Jeffrey Smith in Hanover.

Her international breakthrough came in 2009 when she won First Prize as well as several
special prizes at the Concours de Genéve. Since then, she has appeared at leading opera
houses and renowned festivals throughout Europe, including the Hungarian State Opera
Budapest, Oper Graz, Semperoper Dresden, Grand Théatre de Genéve, Théatre du
Capitole Toulouse and Teatro alla Scala in Milan.

At the Hungarian State Opera, where she has held the title of Kammersangerin since
2016 and was honoured with the distinction again in the 2024/25 season, she has
performed major roles including Mimi, Violetta, Desdemona, Donna Anna, Contessa,
Micaéla, Amelia, Nedda and Meélisande. She is also a regular guest at the Budapest
Wagner Days under the baton of Adam Fischer, appearing as Gutrune, Woglinde, Third
Norn and Eva, among others.

Her further important roles include Marschallin in Strauss’ DER ROSENKAVALIER,
Arabella, Daphne, Desdemona in OTELLO, Amelia in SIMON BOCCANEGRA, Eva in
DIE MEISTERSINGER VON NURNBERG, Sieglinde in DIE WALKURE, Gutrune and
Woglinde in Wagner’'s RING, as well as Mimi in LA BOHEME. Her Mozart repertoire
includes Contessa, Donna Anna, llia and Pamina.



She had a close artistic collaboration with René Jacobs and the Freiburger
Barockorchester, with whom she has performed Donna Anna, llia, Euridice and Agathe
on numerous European tours. She is equally sought after as a concert and recital artist
and has worked with conductors including Riccardo Chailly, Adam Fischer and René
Jacobs. At Teatro alla Scala, she made her debut in 2023 as a soloist in Mahler's EIGHTH
SYMPHONY under Riccardo Chailly and returned in 2026 as Woglinde in Wagner's DAS
RHEINGOLD in David McVicar’'s Ring production.

The 2026/27 season includes several important new projects. At the Hungarian State
Opera in Budapest, Polina Pastirchak makes her role debut as Salome in Richard
Strauss’ SALOME and also performs Contessa in Mozart's LE NOZZE DI FIGARO and
Mimi in Puccini’'s LA BOHEME. In concert, she appears with the Duisburg Philharmonic
under Stefan Blunier in a gala concert and performs Beethoven’s NINTH SYMPHONY in
Klnzelsau.

For her artistic achievements, Polina Pastirchak has been awarded the Hungarian Order
of Merit in Silver and the title of Kammersangerin of the Hungarian State Opera.
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