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 CORNEL FREY, Tenor 
 
Cornel Frey, tenor, was born in Lucerne and received his musical training with the 
Lucerne Boys Choir as well as with Prof. Jakob Stämpfli at the Bern University of the 
Arts. After completing his studies, he was a member of the Zurich Opera Studio. 

From 2003 to 2009 he was a member of the ensemble of the Wuppertal Opera, 
followed by an engagement at the Staatstheater am Gärtnerplatz in Munich from 
2009 to 2012. Since the 2012/13 season, Cornel Frey has been a permanent 
ensemble member of Deutsche Oper am Rhein Düsseldorf/Duisburg. 

There he has appeared in a wide-ranging repertoire including Mime (DAS 
RHEINGOLD, SIEGFRIED), Loge (DAS RHEINGOLD), Astrologer (THE GOLDEN 
COCKEREL), Brighella (ARIADNE AUF NAXOS), Witch (HANSEL AND GRETEL), 
Eisenstein (DIE FLEDERMAUS), Almaviva (IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA), Pedrillo 
(DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL), Lindoro (L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI), Goro 
(MADAMA BUTTERFLY) and Pong (TURANDOT). 

Guest appearances have taken him to the Bavarian State Opera in Munich, Zurich 
Opera House, Staatstheater Wiesbaden, the Vienna Festival, Styriarte Graz, the 
Ludwigsburg Palace Festival, Lucerne Festival, the Budapest Wagner Days under 
Ádám Fischer, and the Enescu Festival in Bucharest. In 2023 he appeared at Zurich 
Opera House as Monostatos in THE MAGIC FLUTE. 

In the concert repertoire, Cornel Frey has collaborated with renowned orchestras and 
conductors, including Antonio Pappano at the Accademia di Santa Cecilia in Rome, 
where he performed the Evangelist and tenor arias in Bach’s ST MATTHEW 
PASSION. Further engagements include CARMINA BURANA, Bach’s ST JOHN 
PASSION, Verdi’s REQUIEM, as well as CD recordings, among them Jaquino in 
FIDELIO with the Dresden Philharmonic. 

Recent and forthcoming engagements include Mime (DAS RHEINGOLD, 
SIEGFRIED) in concert performances of the Ring cycle, Captain (WOZZECK), 
Aegisthus (ELEKTRA), David (DIE MEISTERSINGER VON NÜRNBERG), Piet the 
Pot (LE GRAND MACABRE), as well as further opera and concert projects in 
Germany and abroad. 
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