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ILKER ARCAYUREK, Tenor

AUSGEWAHLTE PRESSEZITATE

Volksoper Wien, Mai & Juni 2026: F. Léhar: DER ZAREWITSCH (Aljoscha)

«In the title role, Turkish tenor llker Arcayurek had the difficult task of embodying a hero
far less sympathetic than the typical operetta tenor. Aljoscha is withdrawn, emotionally
stunted and, for much of the evening, curiously passive. Arcayurek’s achievement was to
make the character touching without sentimentalising him. Rather than presenting the
Tsarevich as a generic romantic sufferer, he suggests a young man warped by isolation
and courtly repression. Vocally, the role requires not only lyrical sweetness but also the
ability to sustain Lehar’s long, yearning melodic lines without heaviness. Arcayurek
proved a convincing exponent of this more introspective Lehar style, and he brought
genuine pathos to a character who risks seeming merely inert.»

Internationales Bachfest Hamburg 2026: J.C. Bach, AMADIS DE GAULE (Titelrolle)

«As the title role, llker Arcaylrek provided a bright, warm timbre that suited the score’s
lyrical demands. His Act one quest for Oriane carried a poignant resonance, strongly
recalling the mythical search of a Monteverdian Orpheus. He was equally successful in
the jubilant, festive resolution of the finale.»

Opera Vlaanderen, Mérz 2025: C.M. v. Weber: DER FREISCHUTZ (Max)

«llker Arcayurek’s generally suave musical performance (if some notes and tonal
production are a little loose) draws pity for the disconsolate character’s unenviable
prospect of having to prove himself in the forthcoming shooting contest, despite his lack
of ability, otherwise he doesn’t get the girl.»
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Edinburgh International Festival 2023: W.A. Mozart, DIE ZAUBERFLOTE (Tamino)
«It does make it easier to believe they are fighting over Tamino if he actually is half-ways

decent-looking, and llker Arcayurek passes that test. He also sings the part very well,
staking his claims early on in ‘Dies Bildnis ist bezaubernd schon’.»

Canadian Opera Company, Mai 2022: W.A. Mozart: DIE ZAUBERFLOTE (Tamino)
«Of the «straighty characters, perhaps the most effective was llker Arcayurek's Tamino.

He is a very stylish singer. His «Dies Bildnis> was lovely and throughout he maintained a
pleasing blend of beautiful tone and expressiveness coupled with convincing acting.»
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